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Rapacious chiefs.
233
' Like birds new-caught, who flutter for a time, And struggle with captivity in vain; But by-and-by they rest, they smooth their plumes, And to new masters sing their former notes1.'
Surely such notes are much better than the querulous growl-ings of suspicious Whigs and discontented Republicans.
Kingsbtirgh conducted us in his boat across one of the lochs, as they call them, or arms of the sea, which flow in upon all the coasts of Sky,—to a mile beyond a place called Grishinish. Our horses had been sent round by land to meet us. By this sail we saved eight rniles of bad riding. Dr. Johnson said, ' When we take into computation what we have saved, and what we have gained, by this agreeable sail, it is a great deal.' He observed,' it is very disagreeable riding in Sky. The way is so narrow, one only at a time can travel, so it is quite unsocial; and you cannot indulge in meditation by yourself, because you must be always attending to the steps which your horse takes.' This was a just and clear description of its inconveniences.
The topick of emigration being again introduced5, Dr. Johnson said, that ' a rapacious chief would make a wilderness of his estate.' Mr. Donald M'Queen told us, that the oppression, which then made so much noise, was owing to landlords listening to bad advice in the letting of their lands; that interested and designed3 people flattered them with golden dreams of much higher rents than could reasonably be paid: and that some of the gentlemen tacksmen\ or upper tenants, were themselves in part the occasion of the
1 Agis, a tragedy, by John Home.    BOSWELL. 3 See ante, p. 29.
* A misprint, I suppose, for designing.
*  ' Next in dignity to the laird is the tacksman; a large taker or leaseholder of land, of which he keeps part as a domain in his own hand, and lets part to under-tenants.   The tacksman is necessarily a man capable of securing to the laird the whole rent, and is commonly a collateral relation.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 82,
mischief.note 2.                4 Ovid, Ars Ama/oria, iii. 121.
